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Nay twenty-fourth 


Pastor's Message 


My Prayer 


I do not ask 
That crowds may throng the temple, 
That standing room be priced: 
! only ask that as I voice the message 
They may see Christ! 


I do not ask 
For churchly pomp or pageant, 
Or music such as wealth alone can buy: 
1 only ask that as I voice the message 
He may be nigh! 


I do not ask 
That men may sound my praises, 
Or headlines spread my name abroad: 
1 only pray that as I voice the message, 
Hearts may find God! 


I do not ask 
For earthly place or laurel, 
Or of this world’s distinctions any part: 
I only ask when I have voiced the message, 
My Saviour’ heart! 
—RALPH S. CUSHMAN 


N the downtown section of the city of Easton, amid the many crowd- 

ing buildings of commerce, is one edifice that is set apart. It is to 

the minds of many in reality “a little bit of heaven”. It came into 
being shortly after the Spirit of God breathed upon the men, women 
and children who gathered for their first service of worship on Sunday, 
May 24, 1868. That self-same spirit has been its life and power down 
to this Pentecost day of May 24, 1953. 

St. Paul’s gates and pathway lead from the distraction of the mun- 
dane world about it to the sanctuary so sorely needed by us today. Its 
steeple points ever toward the certainty of God and His timeless eter nity 
in contrast to the uncertainty of daily existence. Its bell rings out a 
clear call to all who would enjoy the experience of worship and dedi- 
cate themselves to the service of their Master. Its door is open to all 
to enter its fellowship of service and love. 

We rejoice and offer prayers of thanks to God for His many bless- 
ings at this anniversary occasion. We are thankful for the many lives 
who have found His peace here and offered themselves to Him as His 
servants. At St. Paul’s, men and women have found the forgiveness 
they sought, the inspiration they needed, and the Christ to serve who 
is the author and finisher of our faith. 

We dedicate this book to the honor of those who compose the 
family of St. Paul’s, past and present, and we offer it to this generation 
whose faithfulness and zeal are so necessary to make a church worthy 
of its Master. We face the future and its joys and problems, but we 
face them together with the God we serve. His grace and our loyalty 
will make St. Paul’s an even greater church in years to come. 


Most sincerely, 


PASTOR RAPPOLD. 


PHE REV. WILLIAM GEORGE RAPPOLD 


Installed November 16, 1952 


H teriéal Notes 


“ ND when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven as of a mighty rushing wind, and it filled all the 

house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven 

tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost...” Acts 2:1-4a. 


Thus we have the account of the first Pentecost, called by many the 
birthday of the Christian church. It is a very old and meaningful 
religious occasion. Associated at first with the gift of God to Noah 
of the “Covenant”, later it was celebrated in honor of the giving of 
the Law to Moses. Services were held at which the scriptures were read 
throughout the night. The Christians of Jerusalem who numbered only 
about 120 gathered to celebrate the ancient customs of Pentecost when 
the events recorded in Acts took place. The Holy Spirit descended 
upon them as the Master had promised and the ranks of the church 
increased beyond expectations as thousands were baptised. It is some- 
times called Whitsunday because through the years it was customary 
for those who entered the church through baptism or confirmation on 
that day to garb themselves in white. 


This year we gather on the Day of Pentecost to celebrate the occa- 
sion of the 85th anniversary of the first service of worship of St. Paul’s 
on the same date, May 24th, in the year 1868. 


The initial meeting was held somewhat prior to that service, on 
Friday evening, April 17th, of the same year, to make preparations for 
the formation of a third Lutheran congregation in Easton. The place 
of the meeting was in the building of a defunct Baptist church on 
Ferry Street, east of Third. 


On Sunday, May 24th, the first service of worship was held. The 
guest pastor, the Rev. Theophilus Stork, D.D., also assisted the infant 
congregation in other matters concerning organization. —§ A Church 
School was organized on the same date with an attendance of sixty. 
On August 13th, the Rev. Joseph H. Barclay was extended a call. He 
accepted and was installed as the first pastor on December Ist of that 
year. On December 28th the charter members were admitted into full 
membership and it was reported that two lots on which the church now 
stands were purchased. A committee was given the task of raising 
$9000.00 dollars in subscriptions to build a church, and two days later 
they reported a total of over $13,000.00 toward the building project; 
one single subscription being $5000.00. The work progressed rapidly 
and it was not long before the church was ready. 


Miss Elizabeth Butz, one of our oldest members (age 89 years), can 
recall standing on tip-toe at the window of her home while she watched 


SET aK, 


THE ORIGINAL ST. PAUL’S CHURCH 
THE FIRST PASTOR —THE REV. JOSEPH H. BARCLAY, D.D. 


the men gathered about the building on a rainy afternoon for the | aying 
of the cornerstone. The building was dedicated on January 9th, in 
1870. The bell was placed in the tower in 1874 by John Eyerman, a 
very prominent lay-man, after the death of his son. He heard his son 
state that he desired to place a memorial in the church and the inscrip- 
tion on the bell reads “Presented by Edward Eyerman, in behalf of his 
dear wife Alice S., and his son, John” 


Dr. Barclay presented his resignation in 1872. It was accepted with 
the regret of the congregation. During his administration the con- 
gregation had been accepted into the East Pennsylvania Synod. Our 
baptismal font, which has in it olive wood taken from the Holy 
Land, was presented by Dr. Barclay as a thank offering for a safe return 
after his pilgrimage there. 
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THE CHURCH CHANCEL 


Prior to 1916 Renovation 


The second pastor was the Rev. H. W. McKnight, who served from 
1872 to 1880. He was a well loved man, and it is said “that his 
home and the room in the church used by him as a study were centers 
of light, whose rays were felt through the entire community.” It was 
during his pastorate, that St. Peters was organized on College Hill < 
a project of St. Paul’s home mission society. The church was pie 
rated and the organ moved from the balcony to the chancel. Doctor 


McKnight twice attempted to resign due to poor health, but the con- 
gregation provided measures to keep him and took steps to lighten 
his work. 


The Rev. R. W. Hufford, D.D., was called in 1880 and served for 
thirteen years. His splendid ability as a preacher drew large numbers 
to the church and there was a steady and substantial growth in mem- 
bership. And we are told that St. Paul’s held a place of influence in 
the community during his stay. 


After Dr. Hufford resigned, the pulpit being vacant, a young man 
of the congregation was invited to preach on several occasions. Mr. 
Orville L. Sigafoos, a theology student and graduate of Lafayette College, 
regardless of poor health achieved his desire to enter the ministry. He 
subsequently served two congregations elsewhere. He gave evidence of 
sincere consecration and served well until illness forced him to give up 
the work and caused his death in 1911. His record is a challenge to 
others to consider a life of service. 


Another member of the congregation whom we honor at this time is 
Mrs. Louise K. Barnet, who is our oldest living member. Born Novem- 
ber 12, 1859, she has served actively in various organizations of the 
church and long was president of the Aid Society. 


The Rev. A. H. F. Fischer served St. Paul’s from 1894 to 1913. 
During his pastorate the house which stood in front of the property 
was purchased for $5,500.00 and torn down to make the present beau- 
tiful approach to the church. Extensive renovations were made to the 
sanctuary in 1906. Among them were repairs to the organ and new 
windows in the Sunday School room. Dr. Fischer likewise brought 
prominence to the church from the pulpit. 


During the pastorate of Dr. D. Burt Smith the congregation forged 
forward and made many progressive changes. He served from 1914 to 
1920. The chancel was completely remodeled. Three arches were built 
in the chancel end of the church, one for the new organ, one for the 
altar and chancel furnishings, and one to carry out the symbolism of 
the Trinity. The memorial windows were given as gifts for the sanc- 
tuary, narthex and hallways. The present pulpit, communion rail, and 
lecturn, along with other worthy memorials, were added at this time. 
New walks were laid and a colonial entrance vestibule was added to 
the church along with extensive new equipment for the church school. 


The sixth pastorate was that of the Rev. Arthur P. Grammes who, 
as minister of St. Paul’s from 1921 to 1938, served faithfully and gave 
evidence of sincere interest in the welfare of the flock entrusted to him. 
With help of the substantial Fox bequest, he succeeded, during a trying 
period of extreme depression, in putting the Church on a firm financial 
basis, took pride in caring for the documents and detailed records of 
the congregation, and answered any call of duty to the point of self- 
sacrifice. In this period the old hymnals were replaced with the Com- 
mon Service books presented as a memorial and still in use. 


THE CHURCH COUNCIL — 1953 


The Rev. Edward P. Turnbach, Ph.D., was next called to St. Paul’s 
and served as pastor until his resignation in March, 1952, to accept a 
charge at Selingsgrove, Pa. Due to his guidance the Fellowship room 
of the church was improved and a new floor laid there. Valuable me- 
morials were received and the organ rebuilt. The Sanctuary was beau- 
tified with the addition of the altar and the colorful dossal. New red 
carpet was laid, the walls and ceiling were repainted. A choir was 
organized and the order of worship brought into greater conformity 
with present-day accepted Lutheran practice. Emphasis was placed on 
youth. Front pews were assigned to the children of the church. At- 
tendance by parents was encouraged through relief provided by a church 
nursery. The excellent musical talents of Mrs. Turnbach were even- 
tually enlisted, resulting in formation of a popular children’s choir. 


FHE NEW PARSONAGE ON ALAN STREET 


Under her inspiring leadership as organist and director, the junior and 
senior robed choirs added much to the worship. During Dr. ‘Turnbach’s 
stay, the congregation voted for transfer into the Ministerium of Penna., 
the oldest Lutheran Synod in the U.S.A. This change will be con- 
summated in May of this year. 


In July 1952 the pulpit committee recommended the Rev. William 
G. Rappold, who agreed to preach at St. Paul’s and accepted the call 
extended to him immediately after the service. Pastor Rappold is a 
native of Long Island and was a confirmed member of Reformation 
Congregation in Brooklyn. He served his home church there in many 
areas and supplied that pulpit on frequent occasions: is a graduate of 


t. 


THE CONFIRMANDS — MAY 24. 1953 


William D. Bartron Robert K. Hamlen 
George F. Short, II] Richard J. Norton 
Mary Jane Geiger Carole A. Bean 


Barbara A. Eustis Eugene R. Pyschei 


Wagner Memorial Lutheran College on Staten Island, majoring in 
sociology, and of Gettysburg Seminary, majoring in the field of Religious 
Education. In seminary days he also served under the council for 
clinical training of theological students and worked with the chaplain 
at Norristown Hospital. 


His first charge upon graduation was a village church for two years 
at Geeseytown, Pa., followed by a rural multiple charge of three churches 
at Sinking Valley, near Tyrone, Pa. During the year 1951 and until 
coming to Easton, he served as assistant pastor at Baltimore’s largest 
downtown Lutheran congregation. 


In September, 1952, a new parsonage was purchased to replace the 
outmoded house on Washington Street, which needed extensive renova- 
tion. Upon arrival, the pastor and family moved at once into the 
cheerful new home on Alan Street. The Rappolds have two boys — 
William Henry and Peter Paul, who was born in Easton. 


It has been the aim of the pastor to make his ministry personally 
minded and to accept the problems facing each member as his concern 
as well as those facing the institution as a whole. In all things we will 
work together with our Lord to reach the goals that He has set for us. 
“Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it”. 
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THE CHURCH CHANCEI 


Renovated 1951 


CHURCH STAFF 


ont Lt) . _...-The Rev. William G. Rappold 
ORGANIST & CHOIR DIREC TOR o ; ........... Mrs. Howard E. Kleckner 
PARISH SECRETARY.__.._.. a _....Mrs. Fugh A. De Filippis 
SEXTON... bacecicreics : ‘ pancns William R. Bartholemew 


CHURCH COUNCIL 


ELDERS 
Ralph R. Pittenger Raymond V. Rubright 
Albert M. Poole P. Herbert Smith 
DEACONS 
Elwood C. Berger Daniel P. Halpin 
Joseph M. Conroy Warren J. Kellow 
Lester B. Flail Loring M. Reagle 
Earl J. Geiger Russell H. Sampson 
CHURCH OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT. _The Rev. William G. Rappold 
VICE PRESIDENT __ : Raymond V. Rubright 
RECORDING SECRETARY Ss ie . Joseph M. Conroy 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY : —— : Daniel P. Halpin 
TREASURER : Walter F. Auch. Jr. 
ACOLYTES 


George F. Short Ili William D. Bartron Martin F. Reagle Robert k. Hamlen 


SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT sees : _ John F. Wohlers 


ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT — Albert E. Rufl 
SECRETARY _. . : : .. — : Robert H. O'Brien 
TREASURER sce ae Daniel P. Halpin 
BEGINNERS DEPARTMENT 
Mrs. George F. Short, Jr., Supt Mrs. Marvin R. Streepy 
Anna M. Schafer Mrs. Ephraim H. Moore 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 


Zelda F. Haus, Supt. Mrs. Victor H. Bean 
Mrs. L. Raymond Haus 


JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 


Eva R. Zuck, Supt. Nancy K. Flail 
Eileen L. Ostergren 


ADULT DEPARTMENT 


John F. Wohlers, Supt. Lois B. Wohlers 
Carrie L. Fehr Albert E. Ruff 
Mes. John F. Wohlers John L. Moore 


HOME DEPARTMENT 
Mary B. Kleinhans 
NURSERY ROLL 

Mrs. Raymond V. Rubright 


ORGANIZATIONS 


THE WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 
PRESIDENT seoeciaig : Mis. Rush T. Lerch 
Mrs. Arthur B. Bixler 
VICE PRESIDENTS... Mrs. Victor H. Bean 
| Mes. Arthur W. Snyder 
SEGRE TARY 35 : Mrs. John F. Wohlers 


PREASURER : Series Mrs. Elwood J. O'Brien, Sr. 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
PRESIDENT... 
VICE PRESIDENT 


Se cccnctth a ae : ‘ Mis. Walter F. Auch 
ers Pera ies Mrs. Arthur B. Bixler 


IS GRR RY ns Scapa Mrs. L. Raymond Haus 
FREASURER..._.. eataescees ice ture . ec Camice L, Feit 
BROTHERHOOD 
PRESIDENT_....._.. BE Si eS rs en eee are J. ‘Ostersren 
APUG PRR CSRS sc oa a ee ee ee 8 ctor Bi. Bean 
SECRETARY __ 2 sete : — -Leon D. Kelby 
TREASURER — sateett tots a : Fred R. Hamlen 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


PRESIDENT pesca : ‘ .....Kathleen Quintet 
SECRETARY : 5 = ee : _...... Lois A. Bartron 
TREASURER : Stites bictaisiiedtcn Hsu Barbara. A. Seholl 


SEWING GUILD 


A group of women of the church that meets informally for the purpose of fellowship 
and to carry out church-related projects. 


JUNIOR CHOIR 
DIRECTOR Mrs. Howard F. Kleckner 
HELPERS _ Mrs. Lloyd I. Scholl. Mrs. George F. Short. Jv., Eva R. Zuck 


CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
LEADER _. : Mrs. Fugh A. De Filippis 
HELPER ............- Marilyn J. Flail 


THIS BOOKLET 
IS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH THE KINDNESS 
OF 
_ F. ROYCE BUSH 


